LANDED ESTATES COURT (IRELAND). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 26 June 1873 : ,—for , 

COPY “of all Correspondence between the Judges of the Law and 
Equity Courts in Ireland and the Chief Secretary for Ireland, in respect 
of the Landed Estates Court (Ireland) Bill. 



Irish Office, 

2 July 1873 .. 



FitzwiUiam-place, Dublin, 

My Lord, 21 June 1873. 

1 am authorised by the Judges named in the 4th section of the Landed 
Estates Court (Ireland) Bill, now before the House of Commons, to state that 
that section is most objectionable, and altogether without precedent. By the 
provisions of that section any of the following Judges, viz., the Master of the 
Rolls, the Vice Chancellor, and Puisne Judges of the Superior Courts of 
Common Law, must, on the request in writing of the Lord Chancellor, made 
in the events therein specified, proceed to act as Judge of the Landed Estates 
Court, in place of the Judge of that Court. Such provisions appear to the 
Judges affected thereby to be highly unreasonable, and the more so as they 
have been introduced into the Bill without any previous consultation with 
them as to whether they would be .willing to take upon themselves such duties 
as those which might be imposed upon them under the above-mentioned 
section of tlie Bill. I have to state, on behalf of the Judges hereinbefore men- 
tioned, that they altogether object to be transferred to discharge the business 
of the Landed Estates Court. Such transfer, while it would seriously distract 
and interfere with their own duties, would, in their opinion, not result in any 
advantage to the Landed Estates Court, or to the suitors therein. The practice 
of that Court is of a most peculiar and special character, which the Judges are 
for the most part entirely unused to, and which, in the great majority of cases, 
it would be wellnigh impossible that a judge acting temporarily as a substitute 
could safely administer. Under these circumstances i have, on behalf of the 
hereinbefore-mentioned Judges, to express a hope that no further steps will be 
taken towards carrying into law the provisions of the 4th section of the said 
Bill. 



I remain, &c. 

The Right Honourable (signed) Edward Sullivan , m.r. 

The Marquess of Hartington, m.p. 
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COPY of all Corresfoedeece between Uie Judges 
of the Law and Equity Courts in Inland and 
the Chief Secretary for Ireland, in respect of 
the Larded Estates Court (Iheeakd) Bill. 



(Dr. Ball.) 
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